If location of the facility is within an urban area, public reaction to the management policy will also need to be considered.
). Local sewage authorities, state regulations, and federal guidelines will all impact on management decision. Locally, the county or municipal authorities may present the most restrictive
requirements. For example, in New York City on August 2, 1985, Mayor
Koch signed into law the requirement that all laboratory, isolation, sharps, and surgical wastes be incinerated before acceptance into a New York City landfill (1).
On July 1, 1985, the North Carolina legislature passed a law dictating that infectious waste must be treated by an approved method prior to disposal in a state landfill (2).
interpretations will be discussed in more detail throughout this presentation.
The contents and
In May 1986, the EPA published revised guidelines for infectious waste management (3). While the EPA Guidelines are meant to be used as a reference manual and not as a set of regulations, it is possible that they may be regarded as "community standards" from a liability standpoint.
recommendations to date, and will also be discussed in more detail.
These Guidelines probably represent the most detailed
The Each institution must review its own unique set of variables in formulas that allows calculation of waste quantity generated by these various units ( Table 3 ) . Calculation of the quantity of infectious waste might be further modified, depending on designations of infectious waste from each of the areas.
The calculations are further complicated by estimation of the quantities of the t T e s of infectious waste (e.g., sharps, microbiological, blood). Preliminary audits, surveys, and actual daily logs will provide this additional data, and will be more accurate than using a general formula.
A .
Segregation. The first procedure in an infectious waste management program will be the actual physical separation of the infectious waste from general trash at the point of generation. . (Tables 4 and 5) .
recommend incineration as a means of treatment for all types of infectious waste. The EPA recommends steam sterilization for practically all waste types except for animal bedding.
reasons, both EPA and NC recommend that pathological waste such as body parts be rendered unrecognizable before disposal in a landfill.
Therefore, steam sterilization is an adequate method of treatment for the infectious nature of pathological waste, but this waste must be ground up and discharged to the sewer.
The EPA Guidelines
Both agencies
For aesthetic 4. Contineen CY P l a n n i m Any effective waste management program should include a contingency plan to provide for emergency situations.
An office or responsible person should be designated as a resource to call when the following situations arise:
. It is important that a responsible person or
The infectious waste manager is in a unique position as a liaison with the public regarding a realistic approach to infectious waste management. Diseases such as AIDS will continue to feed emotional rather than rational decisions regarding infectious waste within local and state governments. National legislation is not forthcoming because "considerable evidence that these wastes cause harm to human health and the environment is needed to support Federal rulemaking" ( 3 ) .
. Therefore, it is necessary that an infectious waste management plan first address the occopational risk within the facility, and then insure proper treatment and safe packaging for transport and disposal to protect the off-site handlers from the small, if not negligible, risk posed by infectious waste.
